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SETTING UP OF MICROFINANCE 
INSTITUTION IN GABON 
 
Since June 2007, PlaNet Finance has been 
contributing, alongside the Gabonese 
government, to the development of a 
regional level microfinance institution in 
Gabon. This involves creating an effective 
and profitable system enabling Gabonese 
microentrepreneurs to be provided with the 
means to start up business activities in their 
country.  
PlaNet Finance will therefore provide the 
technical support necessary to develop the 
bank until 2010. The preparatory phase, 
which started in June 2007, consists of a 
feasibility study to be carried out by two 
PlaNet Finance experts, a business plan and 
the drawing up of an investment 
memorandum intended to help in the hunt 
for co-investors.  

EXPERIAN AND PLANET FINANCE JOIN 
FORCES TO ESTABLISH CREDIT 
BUREAUS 

Experian, a company which provides 
information processing solutions, announces 
the signing of a partnership agreement with 
PlaNet Finance. Together, both 
organisations hope to develop the credit 
bureaus adapted to the microfinance sector. 
The partnership between Experian and 
PlaNet Finance will enable Microfinance 
Institutions (MFIs) offering financial services 
to those outside the traditional banking 
system to reduce the risk of their clients 
running up excessive debts. It will allow the 
compilation and sharing of information about 
clients, and also the evaluation of the past 
record and the borrower’s situation before 
responding to the request.     

MICROCRED FOLLOWS ITS 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
On April 13th, 5 months after the 
implementation of MicroCred in 
Madagascar, the Microfinance Institution 
(MFI) celebrated its 1000th client. Implanted 
in Madagascar since last November, 
MicroCred opened its 1st agency in 
December 2006 and the second in March 
2007.   
Today, MicroCred Madagascar follows its 
development and the 67 employees serve 
more than 1,500 persons for a loan 
outstanding of 1,258 K Ariary. MicroCred 

Madagascar has opened on June 21�
����/  

its third agency in Ambohibao Antehiroka. 
The 22 new employees were in training in 
MicroCred’s headquarters since last May 7. 

 



FUNDING OF MFIs 
 
Following the meetings of PlaNet 
Finance’s credit committees on 15 March 
and 26 April 2007, funding requests of 
several institutions have been accepted 
within the PlaNet MicroFund:  

- FIS, in Argentina, will see its funding 
being renewed up to 30,000 USD to 
sustain its growth;  

- SEMISOL, based in Mexico, will receive 
a third wave of funding of 60,000 USD, so 
as to expand its activities in two new 
regions;  

- IDESPA is a Peruvian institution which 
currently has 1,418 active clients. It will 
receive a second wave of funding of 
50,000 USD, in order to allow it to finance 
more microentrepreneurs;  

- CADEMI is a Mexican institution present 
in urban and rural areas and provides 
funding and training services to over 9,700 
clients. It will receive a 50,000 USD loan 
to enable it to support its growth strategy;  

- SIAN’SON, based in Benin, will receive a 
27,000 USD financing so that it can grow 
its client portfolio.  

In addition, a Bosnian MFI has been 
recommended by PlaNet Finance to 
responsAbility for a funding of 10 million 
dollars. This institution is an important 
player in microfinance in Bosnia and to 
date has 38,000 clients for a portfolio of 
63 million euros.  

 
REPORT FROM “MICROFINANCE AND 
HEALTH” PROGRAM IN BENIN 
 
Since May 2004, PlaNet Finance Benin, 
supported by a network of 15 local MFIs, 
has been developing a program which 
aims to prevent malaria amongst 
microentrepreneurs and those close to 
them.  

 
 

Reaching fruition in May 2007, to date the 
first stage of the program has enabled 
awareness-raising of anti-malaria actions 
and preventative practices amongst over 
120,000 people, thanks to the training of 
953 persons (female leaders and 
personnel of MFIs). Taking into account 
this positive result, PlaNet Finance 
announces the renewal of its partnership 
with the Sanofi-Aventis Group, in order to 
carry out similar activities in other 
countries, but also to develop 
microinsurance, a key stage in the 
activities linking microfinance and health.  
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Contact : PlaNet Finance—13, rue Dieumegard 93400 Sa int-Ouen, France. contact@planetfinance.org 
For remarks or comments on this newsletter : commun ication@planetfinance.org 
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